
Maidstone Branch  
Follow Up to Region 8 
Exhibition 2017 
Maidstone Branch was delighted to receive a 
Gold Award for their Red, Black and White 
table at the Region 8 exhibition in May 2017.  
On the table was an item depicting the Tower 
of London with over 500 miniature red 
poppies. 
 

Fast forward to the Autumn and one of our members Petra Skinner had been 
to see the film Dunkirk and on leaving the cinema found the Royal British 
Legion collecting in advance of the Poppy Appeal. She mentioned our Tower of 
London exhibit to the collector and that we would like to find a home for it. 
 

Photos were sent and they agreed to take it which they did. A few weeks later I 
received a phone call from their Poppy Appeal organiser asking if the ladies 
that made the Tower of London with Poppies would go and make a formal 
presentation of it to the Gillingham Branch of the Royal British Legion as they 
had put it into a permanent an acrylic display case.   
 

The presentation was to be when all their volunteers gathered to kick start the 
formal Poppy Appeal. Lesley Butler and I attended (Jenny Robson was on 
holiday so couldn’t come) and we were made most welcome.  
 

 A poppy covered cloth was covering our exhibit, this was unveiled and I gave a 
short talk on how it came about.  Lesley and I were delighted with how it 
looked and were so pleased that it will now be preserved. The members of the 
Royal British Legion were horrified when I said it would have been thrown 
away in time as ‘we can’t keep everything we make’.  
 

A brass plaque will be put on the case with our names and Maidstone Branch 
of The British Sugarcraft Guild, it will be displayed in The Conservative Club in 
Gillingham where they meet.  
 

They presented Lesley, Jenny and I with the most beautiful poppy broaches, 
and one for Petra who instigated the initial discussion as to whether they 
would like it.  I have attached a couple of photos, 
I have received many comments on the broach and have seen no others like it 
so very special. 
Carol Bunch 
Maidstone Branch 



 
Maidstone was awarded Gold for this very beautiful display of sugar. 

 

    


